
lebrwry 3, 1977 

Dr. JeemeM.HcCullough 
The Library of Congreee 
Congreeaional R4eeareh Service 
Washington, D.C. 20540 

DearDr.M&ullough, 

Thank you for your note of January 18th about the current rtatua of the 
BW conwmtion. My queetion about SW&t acknouledgeamt of the treaty ma xus@ 
intended to bear on DNA recombination but rather whether they bed mede any 
etatemeate about the d%meutlipg of facilitlee or the deetructioa of etock- 
pile8 which is mandated to occur within 6 Ironthe of the treaty coming into force. 
I have not heerd anything lu that direction, and I gueee I would be surprised 
if there wore any public reemrk, but I woudered if eomethiug along that line - 
had eecaped me Ae you know, there wae cone&durable public etateemnt in that 
direction from thie cotmtry. 

About recombinant IRU end the BU treaty, I still just do not uuderetand 
what the fuse ie about. There ie no way that the treaty can encompaee reeearch 
with recombiuaut DRA. A eeparate and valid ieeue is come etandardieation of 
the iafetguarde that are approprtite to working ulth them agents, but thie le 
preeumebly a matter for internati.onal inforaation aud xmtiorrcrl action. On the 
other hand, the use for hoetile purpoeee of organisma derived from recombinant 
DNA research can hardly&y any l tretch of the iraagfnation, have been thought 
to be extludod from the couventi.ou. So, I juet do not tmderetand how to conuect 
that trial balloon on "weapoue of meee destruction" and DNA recombinant work. 
My own gueee io that it ie a em&e-ecreen. But if the Sovieta have come ideae 
about draft treaties that muld deal with reeearch, that lo cortalnly a mw notion. 
Without any hope what&r of verification; and with very grave problem of 
definition, I wonder if that can get very far,but we ehall see. 

Anyhow, I look forward to eeeing the report when it 18 ready from the pr68ter 
end anlree I hear from you furthmr, will eeeume thet we have exhausted the preeent 
eubject. Rowever, if there ie euything new in this direction, I would urtainly 
be grateful to hear from you about it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joshua Lederbarg 
Frofeeeor of Genetic8 
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